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  The Senate approved the highly anticipated Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act in August and is set to be voted on by the House 
soon.  How will this affect our industry?

Key takeaways from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework will:

 � Improve sustainable transportation options for millions by 
modernizing and expanding transit and rail networks across the 
country.  The Act is the most significant federal investment in public 
transit in history and is the largest federal investment in passenger rail 
since the creation of Amtrak in 1970.

 � Repair and rebuild roads and bridges with a focus on resilience, equity, 
and safety for all users.  This is the largest dedicated bridge investment since the construction of the 
interstate highway system in the 1950s.

 � Build a national network of electric vehicle (EV) chargers along highways and in rural and 
disadvantaged communities.

 � Electrify thousands of transit and school buses to reduce harmful emissions and drive domestic 
manufacturing of zero-emission vehicles and components. 

Nationwide, the Act makes available approximately $550 billion in new federal investment in America's 
roadways, bridges, water infrastructure, and more.  This includes repair and maintenance backlogs, with 
$17 billion dedicated to port infrastructure and $25 billion for airports.  There is also $110 billion for 
rebuilding roads, bridges, and surface transportation projects.  As construction/construction management 
contracts become available, it is essential to note that there will be set-asides for minority and small 
businesses.

"There is an opportunity for small businesses across sectors - -from the building and construction industry to the 
telecommunications industry, rail, cyber security, technology, and more -- to bid on and participate in the building 
out of the range of infrastructure projects and initiatives provided for in the act," says Karen Kerrigan, President 
of the Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, a nonpartisan advocacy group in Vienna, VA.  Access 
to bidding on these projects is bound to deliver a boost for many small firms.  For specific programs, not 
less than 10 percent of the money available must be spent through small and disadvantaged businesses.

At KKCS, we look forward to what the future of our industry holds and will support our clients in the areas 
of transit and infrastructure as we have for the past 34 years. 
 
Best regards,

 
 Dev A. Krishnan
 President & CEO

From The President's Desk

Copyright © 2021 - Kal Krishnan Consulting Services, Inc. (KKCS) - All rights reserved. (Front cover: World Economic Forum/Bing Guan)
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LA Metro East San Fernando 
Light Rail Transit Project

 LA Metro's East San Fernando Light Rail 
Transit Project will provide connections to key 
destinations and greater opportunities for transit 
users to connect to the growing transit network in 
the San Fernando Valley. Metro's plan for better 
transit includes more rail service in the heart of 
the San Fernando Valley. By adding 16 new stations 
between the G Line (Orange) Van Nuys Station 
and the Sylmar/San Fernando Metrolink Station, 
this light rail project will improve connections 
and access to key destinations.  

The final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for 
this project was certified by the Metro Board in 
December 2020 and the Record of Decision issued 
by the Federal Transit Administration in February 
2021.  The initial operating segment extends 6.7 
miles from Van Nuys Boulevard at the Metro G 
Line to San Fernando Road.  Additional studies 
are underway to determine the remaining active 
segment from San Fernando Road continuing to 
Hubbard Road.  The project will officially begin 
major construction in 2022 and is scheduled to 
open by 2028.  When complete, the new light rail 
line will make it easy to connect between Metro's 

The Valley's First Light Rail Line
There will be a total of 14 stops on the light rail line, & it will take 31 minutes to ride the total length of the 
route.  There will be an estimated 30,000 daily riders by 2040. 
(Source & photos: LA Metro & Mass Transit Magazine)

G Line, Metrolink, Amtrak, and numerous east-
west Valley bus lines.

"The East San Fernando Valley Light Rail project has 
been one of my top transportation priorities since I was 
elected to the city council," said LA Metro Director 
Paul Krekorian. "This critical backbone project will 
be the first light rail line in the Valley, connecting 
communities, revitalizing neighborhoods, reducing 
congestion, and improving air quality. [In January], 
we pushed the project forward with a $30-million 
investment in utility work to expedite construction. 
Now, with the Federal Transit Administration's 
Record of Decision, this line becomes eligible for federal 
funding opportunities, and we are well on our way 
toward full funding and completion of the foundation 
for the future of transit in the San Fernando Valley."

Tony Hsieh, Terry Slimmer, Cesar Gomez, Doug 
Daringer, Jay Sorathia, and Terry Marcellus, 
JD, are currently supporting the project. KKCS' 
scope of work includes project delivery and 
contract development, project controls, program 
management, configuration management, and 
cost estimating.

FTA PMO Richmond Highway 
Bus Rapid Transit Project

 The Fairfax County Department of 
Transportation (FCDOT) proposes to implement 
a 7.4-mile fixed-guideway Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
project on the Richmond Highway (U.S. Route 1) 
corridor from the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority’s (WMATA) Huntington Station on 
the Yellow Line to the U.S. Army’s major installation 
in Fort Belvoir, VA.  The Richmond Highway BRT 
(RHBRT) Project includes the construction of new 
BRT-dedicated median lanes, a dedicated fleet 
of 60-foot BRT buses, nine BRT stations, roadway 
widening, improvements to existing sidewalks, 
construction of new sidewalks and bicycle 
facilities, and the associated enhancements of 
stations areas.  The total estimated project cost is 
$730 million and FCDOT is seeking and estimated 
$300 million (40%) in New Starts funds from the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

The existing transit service in the Richmond 
Highway corridor is slow and unreliable, 
particularly during peak hours, due to the lack of 
adequate, dedicated right-of-way.  Transit service, 
including the current limited-stop express service, 
is disadvantaged by heavily congested traffic 

Dedicated Lanes Will Provide Quality, Reliability, & Safety to the Community
KKCS is currently providing Project Management Oversight (PMO) services on behalf of the FTA.  Key staff includes Bob 
Badger, PE (Task Order Manager), Rob McNeil (Senior Civil Engineer), Chris Rekola, RMP (Risk Assessment Manager) Dan 
Holzman, PE (Cost Estimating Manager), Kevin Byers, PSP (Scheduling Manager), & Nancy Voltura (QA/QC Manager).

conditions in the corridor that make it a less 
attractive modal choice for riders.  The FCDOT 
believes that adding high-quality BRT service in a 
dedicated right-of-way will provide better transit 
choices and connectivity with faster and more 
reliable service.

The Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the 
RHBRT Project was selected in January 2015 
and was subsequently included in the region’s 
fiscally constrained Long-Range Transportation 
Plan in October 2018. FCDOT completed the 
environmental review process in the summer of 
2020.  The proposed project delivery method will 
be a single, design-bid-build contract that will be 
significant enough to attract a combination of 
national and local contractors.  The County will 
retain the right-of-way and utility risks, which 
should help to create an optimal environment for 
cost competition.  FCDOT hopes to receive a Full 
Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) from the FTA in 
2022 and a Revenue Service Date (RSD) of 2030.

Source: Fairfax County Department of Transportation 
(FCDOT)
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CMAA SoCal Board of Directors

KKCS in the Community & Announcements

Construction Management Association of America (CMAA) of Southern California
The CMAA is North America's only organization dedicated exclusively to the interests of professional 
Construction Project Management.

CMAA SoCal Golf Classic
 On September 13, Edgar Zelaya participated 

in the Construction Management Association of 
America (CMAA) Southern California Chapter's 
2021 Golf Classic at the Old Ranch Country Club 
in Seal Beach, CA.

Proceeds from the tournament contributed to 
scholarships through the CMAASC Foundation.

Golf Foursome
(Left to right) Edgar Zelaya (KKCS), David Dunstan (APSI), Shawn McPhie (APSI), & Michael Nosbisch  
(Strategic Management Solutions, LLC). (Above right) KKCS was the hole-in-one sponsor.
 

 During Q3 of 2021, the following employee 
celebrated their milestone KKCS anniversary.

5 Years
Mohammad Tehrani

Happy KKCS Anniversary

Retirement on Demand - Watch Your Way
 Retirement planning plays an important role 

in your financial well-being. Are you aware of 
the on-demand retirement resources available 
to you through your KKCS 401(K) Plan?

Click here to launch the resource page and:

 � Learn more about your Plan and the 
benefits of participating

 � Gain access to timely and relevant topics
 � Utilize tools and resources to assist with 

retirement planning 

Use your ADP Workforce Now employee portal 
username and password to log in.

 Edgar Zelaya has been reelected to serve 
on the CMAA Board of Directors for a third 
year.  Edgar has spent the last two years as the 
Programs Chair where he hosted webinars on 
upcoming capital programs throughout the 
region.  He will now serve as the Events and 
Awards Gala Chair.
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 Doug is a project controls professional who is 
highly skilled in construction management.  He 
started with KKCS in May 2006 and has provided 
support on educational, infrastructure, and 
transit projects with a combined valued of more 
than $5 billion.  Doug currently represents KKCS 
working on the LA Metro Crenshaw/LAX Transit 
project as a Construction Office Engineer for 
the at-grade/above grade southern segments. 
His tasks include assigning and processing 
contractor submittals, RFIs, and RFCs and 
tracking the contractor’s daily labor workforce 
and rework activities. The project is nearing 
substantial completion with nearly complete 
civil/structures and trackwork focused primarily 
on punch list activities and final guideway 
acceptance.

As a classically trained musician (percussionist), 
Doug was taught from a young age to recognize 
and appreciate that he was but one voice within 
a much larger orchestra.  He had to understand, 

respect, and appreciate the various skills and 
voices of the other orchestra members and follow 
the score and the conductor’s direction.  Much 
like construction projects that also require this 
mindset, many individual elements are working 
together to reach a successful performance.  
When asked what he liked most about working 
with KKCS, Doug said, “KKCS has always felt like 
family to me. The sense of inclusion is so strong with 
this company, unlike any other I’ve known. The 
consideration of personal family issues is dominant. 
On a professional note, I’ve never worked for any 
firm that employs the high level of expertise that 
KKCS provides.”

When not working, Doug enjoys reading novels 
and is a self-proclaimed Lord of The Rings geek. 
He also enjoys bible study, driving his Mazda 
Miata Roadster, listening to music, and watching 
Formula 1 Auto Racing and movies.  Doug truly 
enjoys spending time with his family in Portland, 
OR, and Vancouver, WA, as often as possible.

Family Portraits
Get to Know Members of The KKCS Family

Doug Daringer
Office Engineer

 For more than 14 years, June has provided 
support and coordinated multi-billion-dollar 
projects locally and abroad. Her aviation 
experience started at Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX), where she set up the recruiting and 
onboarding program for consultants, followed 
by various project management and operational 
roles.  June's notable projects include Singapore 
Changi's $25 billion International Airport 
Terminal 5 Project, Mexico City's $14 billion 
International Airport Project, and LAX's $1.25 
billion Midfield Satellite Concourse Project.  

June joined KKCS in March 2020 and now 
proudly represents the firm out of the  
Los Angeles home office as Senior Operations 
Manager. Her expertise includes striving 
in stressful situations, providing solutions, 
coordinating project needs, and organizing 
deliverables.  She finds the position very 
rewarding as it is exciting in the unforeseen 
emergencies that always take precedence over 

any planned schedules. When asked about her 
experience at KKCS, June made it clear that 
she wanted to be a part of a family and not just 
another number. She says, "Working for big firms, 
you were just a number. I admire how the people at 
KKCS are loyal and always work together to achieve 
a common goal – to see KKCS succeed."

Along with living abroad, it is not a surprise 
that June is also an avid traveler. She has been 
to Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, South Korea, 
Japan, Cambodia, Italy, France, the UK, and 
many other countries.  June also enjoys baking, 
cooking, and collecting plates from the many 
different destinations that she travels to.  She 
once carried a dish plate set that weighed over 
40 pounds on a six-hour bus ride back to her 
apartment in Mexico City!  It is evident in her 
life outside of and at work that June is resilient, 
the type of person who gets things done, and 
KKCS is proud to have her as part of the family.

June Barba
Senior Operations Manager

Oh, The Places You'll Go!
In her free time, June enjoys reading, traveling, reading about traveling, & photography as well as spending time 
with her pets & family. If she is not working, June is busy spoiling her nephews! 

Family Comes First
(Top left) Doug & LeAnne have been married for 44 years & are still best friends! (Left, below) Doug's three  adorable 
grandsons. (Right, CCW) Doug's children: (bottom) Andy (w/ Cassie), (right) Rachel, (top) Mike w/ RaeNell. 
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Please join us in welcoming 
Lisa Carrera as Construction 
Manager based in Oakland, 
CA. Lisa has more than 
30 years of construction 
management experience. 
She oversees construction 
activities, serves as an 
owner’s representative, 
reviews costs and schedules, 
and directs construction 
operations to meet plans 
and specifications. Lisa 
exercises sound judgment in 
all areas of preconstruction, 
subcontractor management, 
and financial forecasts. 
Her construction project 
expertise includes airport, 
environmental remediation, 
public works, roadway, 
highway, and expansion 
projects. Lisa has a BS in 
Civil Engineering from the 
University of California, 
Berkeley. She is currently 
representing KKCS in 
support of projects for the 
City of Oakland and BART.

Lisa Carrera
Construction Manager

Rob McNeil
Senior Civil Engineer

Introducing Rob McNeil, PE, 
as a Senior Civil Engineer 
based in Nantucket, MA.  Rob 
is a licensed Professional 
Engineer (PE) with 29 
years of planning, design, 
construction, alternatives 
analysis, and risk assessment 
experience on major 
civil and transportation 
projects. His experience 
includes major transit 
projects for the Federal 
Transit Administration 
(FTA), Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA), Vermont Agency 
of Transportation (VAOT), 
and Massachusetts Highway 
Department (MHD).  
Rob earned a BS in Civil 
Engineering from The 
Citadel and a Master of 
Public Administration (MPA) 
degree with a concentration 
in Public Works from 
Norwich University. He is 
currently supporting KKCS’ 
FTA Project Management 
Oversight (PMO) Team.

Growing Strong
Angelica Chua
Office Engineer

We are excited to introduce 
Angelica Chua as Office 
Engineer based in Los 
Angeles, CA.  Angelica has 
provided office engineering 
and field support on multi-
disciplinary teams for 
facilities, aviation, and 
retail construction projects 
ranging up to $7 million 
in contract value.  She 
collaborates with project 
teams to provide immediate 
solutions to problems 
that arise on job sites.  
Angelica works closely with 
owners, clients, and project 
managers on the day-to-
day construction activities 
to ensure that the work 
scope and schedule are 
properly documented and 
understood.  She has a BS 
in Civil Engineering from 
California State University, 
Northridge, and currently 
supports KKCS’ Risk 
Practice.

Vandit Shah
Project Engineer

We are pleased to introduce 
Vandit R. Shah as Project 
Engineer based out of Los 
Angeles, CA. Vandit is an 
energetic construction 
professional who has 
worked on several heavy-
civil transit infrastructure 
projects across the US. He 
possesses a comprehensive 
understanding of project 
management, construction 
management, and civil 
engineering. Vandit holds 
a Master’s degree in Civil 
Engineering from the 
California State University 
Fullerton. He currently 
serves as Project Engineer 
on LA Metro’s Division 
20 Portal Widening & 
Turnback Facility Project. 

A warm introduction to 
Jay Sorathia as Senior Cost 
Estimator based out of Los 
Angeles, CA.  Jay has a civil 
engineering background 
and  more than 20 years 
of construction and cost 
estimating experience.  
His transportation 
infrastructure project 
experience includes 
highway, bridge, bus rapid 
transit, light rail, and high-
speed rail construction for 
multi-million-dollar design-
build and Construction 
Manager at-Risk (CMAR) 
projects.  Jay has worked with 
both general contractors 
and cost management 
consultants on heavy civil 
projects overseas.  He 
holds a Diploma in Civil 
Engineering from Tolani 
Foundation Gandhidham 
Polytechnic. Currently, 
he serves as Senior Cost 
Estimator on LA Metro’s 
East San Fernando Light 
Rail Transit Project.

Jay Sorathia
Senior Cost Estimator
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