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  The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic has required us all to adapt in 
different ways in order to safely navigate our daily lives.  As we are presented 
with new challenges, I would like to thank everyone for adjusting seamlessly 
to the various types of work we perform.  Some of you have had to transition 
to work at home while some of you have had to adhere to new on-site safety 
procedures that have been in effect since mid-March. KKCS employees have 
been very flexible to the needs of our clients and they have been quick to 
recognize the efforts that we have taken to meet their changing needs during 
this uncertain time.

June marks National Safety Month and safety in our line of work is more critical than ever. KKCS remains 
committed to the safety and well-being of our employees as well as preventing workplace injuries. As 
state, county, and city health requirements are fluid and subject to change, please make sure to stay 
tuned to reputable and trusted news sources for the most current information:

 � Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
 � CDC - Use of Cloth Coverings to Help Slow the Spread of COVID-19  -  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
 � State of California  - https://covid19.ca.gov  
 � State of Florida - https://floridahealthcovid19.gov
 � State of New York - https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov
 � State of Washington - https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus
 � Washington DC - https://coronavirus.dc.gov 

Also, during this pandemic we have seen the fight against social injustice not only locally, but all over the 
world.  I urge you to listen with compassion and empathy and do whatever is in your power to support 
those who have suffered injustices for far too long.  We stand in solidarity against racism and violence.   
As a minority owned company, I take great pride in the diversity we have at KKCS and am proud to work 
with all of you during this time of change and growth.  

If you have any questions or concerns about our focus on employee safety or witness inappropriate 
behavior, please do not hesitate to reach out to our Assistant HR Manager Brandi Cagnolatti, Senior Vice 
President Raj Iyer, your KKCS manager, or myself. 

Throughout these upcoming weeks and months as we all move through the different phases of reopening, 
let us remember that wearing a face covering in public, practicing social distancing, and staying home 
whenever possible are all important measures that will help ‘flatten the curve’ and save lives. 

  
Stay healthy and be well,

 
 Dev A. Krishnan
 President & CEO

From The President's Desk

Copyright © 2020 - Kal Krishnan Consulting Services, Inc. (KKCS) - All rights reserved.
An equal opportunity employer.
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in this area of Los Angeles represent some of 
the most challenging for the entire project. The 
high-tech TBMs have mined through a unique 
combination of soils and geologic conditions, 
including tar sands and even methane gas.

When this project is ultimately completed, 
Angelinos will have fast, frequent, and reliable 
subway service connecting Downtown LA and 
West LA. in just 25 minutes. Section 1 is expected 
to be completed in 2023, Section 2 in 2025, and 
Section 3 in 2027.

Additionally, if you are a fan of the Science 
Channel's Building Giants, Season 4, Episode 3: 
Underground Mega Highway features LA Metro's 
Purple Line Extension, Regional Connector, and 
Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project as well 
as the state-of-the-art technology used.

(Source: LA Metro - thesource.metro.net &  
The Science Channel)

Acceleration of Projects During COVID-19
LA Metro's Purple Line Extension

 Due to the statewide stay-at-home orders due 
to COVID-19 began in mid-March, transportation 
agencies nationwide have been able to take 
advantage of the empty streets and highways - 
LA Metro was no exception. On the notoriously 
congested stretch of Wilshire Boulevard in 
Beverly Hills, the City Council supported a 
closure request at the beginning of April to help 
speed up construction of the Wilshire/Rodeo 
Station for LA Metro’s Purple Line Extension.

Considered to be one of LA Metro’s priority 
projects, the Purple Line Extension is a critically 
important rail project that will extend the 
existing subway line for nine miles from its 
current terminus at Wilshire/Western Station to 
the VA Hospital in Westwood. KKCS is currently 
providing cost estimating, scheduling, document 
control, and inspection services for the project, 
which is being built in three separate sections. 
Once complete, it will provide a high-capacity, 
high-speed, and dependable alternative for 
commuters to travel between downtown Los 
Angeles, the Miracle Mile, Beverly Hills, and 
Westwood. 

Meeting a Milestone
The tunneling machine has reached the portal on the right. The other machine being used on the project 
reached Wilshire/Fairfax. (Photo: LA Metro)

One of LA Metro's Priority Projects
One step closer to connecting key parts of West LA to the region's growing network & improving mobility for 
everyone who lives, works, & plays in Los Angeles County. (Map: LA Metro)

The temporary street closure allowed LA Metro’s 
contractors to complete the decking for the 
Wilshire/Rodeo station sooner than expected, 
accelerating the project by seven months.  It also 
helped minimize future construction impacts to 
local businesses as they continue to struggle to 
overcome the impacts of COVID-19. During the 
closure, LA Metro and its contractor adhered 
to strict social distancing protocols and other 
recommendations as set by local public health 
experts and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

Taking advantage of the ability to accelerate the 
project due to street closures, LA Metro was  also 
happy to announce that the end of May, both 
of its massive tunnel boring machines (TBMs) 
officially reached the future Wilshire/Fairfax 
subway station near the La Brea Tar Pits in the 
Miracle Mile. Tunneling for the first three miles 
of this four-mile initial project section is now 
complete.

Reaching this milestone is a significant win for LA 
Metro. The unusual underground soil conditions 
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KKCS in the Community

 One of the last in-person events before 
the stay at home orders: The CMAA Southern 
California Chapter had a great turnout on 
March 5th  for Brad Owen's update on LA Metro's 
Highway, BRT, and Active Transportation 
Programs at Angel City Brewery.

CMAA LA Metro Program

CMAA Regional Rail Dinner

KKCS Sponsored the Event
CMAA Program Committee Chair Edgar Zelaya facilitated Q&A.

  Dev Krishnan, Vahid Saedi, Edgar Zelaya, 
and Lynna Pham attended the dinner and heard 
updates from Justin Fornelli (Chief, Program 
Delivery – Metrolink) and Jeanet Owens (Senior 
Executive Officer – LA Metro). 

KKCS Is a Sponsor at the Small Business Appreciation Reception
(Above) Enjoying a nice night out with colleagues as well as a round of mini golf.

Western Winter Workshop
 Dev Krishnan, Edgar Zelaya, Christy Ilejay, 

Vahid Saedi, and Ron Anderson (left) attended 
the Western Winter Workshop in support of our 
client, LA Metro. 

Saturday's Transportation Panel was moderated 
by Stephen Polechronis (AECOM) and included: 
Rick Clarke, Jeanet Owens, Brian Boudreau, and 
Sameh Ghaly from LA Metro (below).

An Outside-of-the-Box Venue & Nice Change of Pace
CMAA Program Committee Chair Edgar Zelaya chose a fun venue, don't you think?
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  In March, Christy Ilejay, June Barba, and 
Lynna Pham attended the Women in Construction 
Roundtable Discussion at Los Angeles City 
Hall. Jessica Caloza (Board of Public Works 
and Lisa Salazar - Mayor’s Office) moderated 
the panel that consisted of individuals from: 

 � City of Los Angeles
 � Women in Non-Traditional Employment 

Roles (WINTER)
 � Los Angeles/Orange County Building Trade
 � Morrow Meadows
 � Modern Times Inc.
 � PCL Construction Services
 � Alameda Construction

Women in Construction Roundtable

KKCS in the Community

Celebrating Women in Construction
Christy Ilejay & June Barba in the Edward Roybal Hearing Room at Los Angeles City Hall.

CMAA RCTC Update
 On June 2nd, KKCS' own Edgar Zelaya serves 

as CMAA Program Chair and joined participants 
as Toll Program Director Michael Blomquist (left) 
discussed the Riverside County Transportation 
Commission's (RCTC) plans to move forward, 
including enhanced safety practices on project 
sites, fiscal responsibility, and economic 
recovery from COVID-19.

The New Normal
Organizations such as the Construction Management Association of America (CMAA) are planning to move 
forward with virtual events through the end of August.

  In honor of Military Appreciation Month in 
May, the LA Metro Veterans Program recognized 
Marshall King amongst the many individuals 
who served and protected us.  Marshall served 
in the US Army as Specialist 4th Class. 

He began working with LA Metro before its 
official inception in 1991 on the Red Line Project. 
Marshall has been with KKCS since 2015 and is 
currently serving as Senior Utility Inspector on 
Section 1 of LA Metro’s Purple Line Extension. 

Honoring Our Military Veterans

Thank You!
We would like to thank Marshall, and all veterans, for their service.

Congratulations, Graduate!
 Congratulations to Leo Zavala, who 

just graduated with a MS in Construction 
Management from California State University, 
Long Beach. Leo currently serves as Cost/
Schedule Analyst on Section 2 of Metro’s Purple 
Line Extension and has been with KKCS since 
September 2017. Congrats Leo and kudos to all 
the 2020 graduates during this unprecedented 
time.

Celebrating 2020 Graduates
(Left) Leo Zavala in his cap & gown.
(Right) Leo with his sons Noah & Owen.
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 Hadi Abadi’s first stint with KKCS began in 
January 2012. As many of our previous employees 
find themselves back at KKCS at some point in 
their careers, Hadi is no exception and we are 
glad to have him back as of September 2017. 

Hadi currently serves as Senior Cost Estimator 
on Section 1 of LA Metro’s Purple Line Extension. 
He also provided cost estimating support for LA 
Metro’s I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project 
and has worked on various projects for LA Metro 
throughout his 35+ year career. 

Hadi’s past experience includes cost estimating 
on projects for Pasadena Gold Line Authority, 
North County Transit District, and Amtrak. 
His most interesting projects include the 
Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center and Santa 
Monica hospital projects. Hadi holds a MA in 
Architecture from the National University of 
Iran.

As the field of construction is constantly 
changing, Hadi counts on his comprehensive 
knowledge of cost estimating in order to prepare 
accurate and reliable cost estimates for all types 
of projects. He is receptive to the changing 
environment and enjoys keeping up with new 
technology. Hadi enjoys coming to work every 
day and appreciates the sense of family and 
belonging with his coworkers and colleagues.

Hadi spends his free time outside of work with 
his family, playing with his grandchildren, and 
traveling with his wife. Last summer, the Abadis 
went to Turkey for a wedding and are very much 
looking forward to their next planned trip to 
Greece. Hadi also spends his free time in his 
garage working on carpentry projects.

Family Portraits
Get to Know Members of The KKCS Family

Hadi Abadi
Senior Cost Estimator

 Raymond Saavedra has been with KKCS 
since January 2009 and serves as Senior 
Scheduler. When asked about his experience, 
Raymond says "I like working at KKCS because it 
has allowed me to work on a multitude of projects 
in different industries from education, transit, and 
highway/bridges to port projects. KKCS also feels 
like a family."

During his time with KKCS, Raymond considers  
LA Metro's Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project to be a 
noteworthy project. This unique alignment will 
travel through multiple elevations, including 
underground, overhead structures, and at 
grade sections. Raymond's current project 
highlights include LA Metro's Division 20 
Portal Widening and Turnback Facility Project, 
where he developed the construction schedule 
from preliminary construction staging plans 
and specifications. Raymond is also pursuing 
projects from Miami-Dade County's Strategic 
Miami Area Rapid Transit (SMART) Plan. The 

SMART Plan intends to advance six rapid transit 
corridors in order to implement mass transit 
projects in Miami-Dade County, Florida.

Raymond enjoys working on Project 
Management Oversight (PMO) assignments 
and working with various agencies to assess the 
project schedule and perform risk analysis. His 
professional strengths include building project 
control systems where communication from 
schedule, cost, and document configurations 
can easily be shared throughout the life of the 
project. Raymond also builds project schedules 
from the beginning; reviews plans and 
specifications; and develops project structure, 
phases, activities, and logic.

Outside of work, Raymond enjoys traveling to 
other countries and recalls his most memorable 
visits  to Havana and Varadero Beach in Cuba 
and the historical and archaeological city of 
Petra in Jordon.

Raymond Saavedra
Senior Scheduler

Everybody Loves Raymond
(Left) Raymond in Havana, Cuba. (Top right) Mr. 305 now based in Miami, FL. (Bottom right) An Angeleno 
at heart, Raymond will miss going to this summer season's concerts at the Hollywood Bowl with friends.

Work Hard, Play Hard
(Left) Hadi with his wife on summer vacation in Turkey.
(Right) A closer look at one of the TBMs on Hadi's project, LA Metro's Purple Line Extension 1 (Photo: LA Metro)
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Reintroducing Phani 
Mullapudi as Project 
Manager based out of 
Antioch, CA.  Phani’s 
experience includes 
project controls, project 
management, scheduling, 
and cost analysis for 
the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), 
Public Service Electric 
& Gas (PSE&G), Puget 
Sound Energy (PSE), and 
electric transmission 
and distribution systems 
projects in Northern 
California. He is skilled 
at the implementation 
of Primavera P6 and 
his experience includes 
developing, managing, and 
analyzing schedules, costs, 
and risk registers to aid in 
project cost-effectiveness 
during all project phases.  
Phani graduated with 
a MS in Construction 
Management from 
Michigan State University. 
Welcome back, Phani!

Phani Mullapudi, PMP
Project Manager

Jimmy Cacapit
Scheduler

Introducing Jimmy Cacapit 
as Scheduler for Riverside 
County Transportation 
Commission (RCTC) 
based out of Riverside, 
CA.  He specializes 
in linear scheduling, 
pull planning, cost 
estimating, and managing 
construction design with 
transit experience on rail, 
road, bridge, tunnel, and 
infrastructure projects 
as well as high-speed 
rail.  Jimmy’s extensive 
experience includes 
providing scheduling and 
project controls support 
on projects for LA Metro, 
Los Angeles World Airports 
(LAWA), Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), City 
of Los Angeles – Bureau of 
Engineering, Los Angeles 
Unified School District 
(LAUSD), and the United 
States Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE).

Growing Strong
June Barba
Client Relationship Manager

KKCS is excited to introduce 
June as Client Relationship 
Manager based in Los 
Angeles, CA.  June has 
specialized experience 
in the development and 
implementation of project 
controls and management 
systems for multi-billion 
large-scale airport capital 
improvement programs at 
Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX), San Diego 
International Airport (SAN), 
Hollywood Burbank Airport 
(BUR), Long Beach Airport 
(LGB), Singapore Changi 
Airport (SIN), and Mexico 
City International Airport 
(NAICM).  She graduated 
with a BA in Management 
from the University of 
Guam and is anticipating 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Technical Management 
from DeVry University.

Please join us in welcoming 
Constantinos Petri as 
Project Controls Analyst 
at PG&E based out of 
West Sacramento, CA. 
Constantinos brings 
more than 10 years of 
professional experience 
in lean operations, project 
management, and planning 
along with Certified 
Associate of Project 
Management (CAPM) and 
Primavera P6 certifications. 
Before joining KKKCS, 
Constantinos served in 
various roles for Amazon 
Fulfillment, Cintas, and a 
full-service real estate firm. 

Constantinos Petri 
Project Controls Analyst

Bonnie Verdin
Project Manager

Introducing Bonnie Verdin 
as Project Manager (Third 
Party Administration) based 
out of Los Angeles, CA. 
Bonnie is an experienced 
transportation professional 
offering more than 30 years 
of third-party coordination 
on multi-disciplined 
and complex design and 
construction matters.  
She works closely with 
contractors, third-parties, 
public agencies, and utility 
companies serving as a 
liaison to resolve complex 
construction issues.  
Bonnie is experienced in 
procuring city, county, 
and state permits as 
well as preparing utility 
agreements for Caltrans 
and Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) 
approvals. She currently 
serves as Project Manager 
for Metro’s West Santa 
Ana Branch Project under 
KKCS’ prime Program 
Management Support 
Services (PMSS) contract.

Gunchetan Johal 
Deputy Project Manager

A warm introduction to 
Gunchetan Johal as Deputy 
Project Manager based in 
Oakland, CA. Gunchetan is 
a recent graduate from the 
MS program in sustainable 
design and construction 
at Stanford University. 
He has specialized 
training in infrastructure 
project delivery and has 
successfully delivered 
international mega projects 
as a mechanical engineer in 
multi-disciplinary teams. 
He has demonstrated ability 
in working with multiple 
disciplines, owners, 
and all stakeholders 
in integrated teams 
while solving technical 
problems in a collaborative 
manner. Gunchetan’s 
key projects include the 
Alba-6 Aluminum Smelter 
project in Bahrain and 
the Muscat International 
Airport in Oman.
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Growing Strong

Please join us in welcoming 
Kiruba Devi as Business 
Analyst at Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority (WMATA) based 
out of Washington, DC. 
Kiruba is an information 
systems business analyst 
with experience in project 
coordination and business 
analyst for utility and IT 
industry projects. She has 
a strong knowledge of the 
Software Development 
Life Cycle and has directed 
cross functional teams 
within projects to attain 
specific business goals. 
Kiruba has previous 
experience working as 
a business analyst, PMO 
Coordinator, team lead 
and project coordinator 
on IT projects for private 
sectors. She holds a MBA in 
Information Systems from 
Sikkim Manipal University.

Kiruba Devi
Business Analyst

Ranique Williams
Business Analyst

KKCS is excited to introduce 
Ranique Williams as 
Business Analyst at WMATA 
based out of Washington, 
DC. Ranique is an 
information systems and 
resource planning business 
analyst with experience 
in utilizing Maximo and 
SQL for IT industry and 
utility projects. He has 
previously functioned as 
a business analyst, team 
lead, project coordinator, 
trainer, compliance tester, 
and repair technician on 
IT programs for the federal 
government and private 
sectors. Ranique holds a 
MS and BS in Information 
Systems from Long Island 
University.

Announcements
COVID-19 Update

 The Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA; "the Act") was signed into law on March 18, 
2020 and generally requires employers with fewer than 500 employees to provide a certain amount 
of paid sick leave and paid family leave to employees affected by COVID-19. It also provides affected 
employers with a corresponding employment tax credit and temporarily expands the Family and 
Medical Leave Act (FMLA) requirements to offer protected leave related to the coronavirus. These 
provisions will apply from April 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020.

As soon as you feel sick or experience any of the following circumstances, please let your KKCS 
manager know immediately:

 � Been diagnosed with COVID-19 or been exposed to an individual diagnosed with COVID-19
 � Any of the following symptoms: fever (no matter how mild), new onset or an exacerbation of 

chronic cough, or difficulty breathing; and
 � Traveled outside your home country within the last 14 days; and
 � Had close contact with a confirmed or probable COVID-19 case or a person who has been 

outside their home country in the last 14 days.

Visit our website for more information.

Happy KKCS Anniversary!
 During Q2 of 2020, the following employee celebrate their milestone KKCS anniversary.

10 YEARS
Janice Johnson
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